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This is the first in a series of articles about one 
local veteran, Bay Village resident Anton (Tony) 
Dostal, who served as a mortician during the 
Vietnam War. 

by DENNY WENDELL

Not many kids grow up dreaming of 
becoming a mortician. For Tony 
Dostal, the journey of his life's work 

began as a student at John Adams High School 
in Cleveland.

“It started out as a joke," Tony said. "When 
I was a teenager, a teacher of mine lined me 
up with a funeral home for summer work. It 
involved doing the odds and ends at the funer-
al home, like chasing doctors to get signed 
death certificates and being a greeter at the 
funeral home, while making a dollar an hour."

One Veteran's Life

NOV. 11

Hundreds march in memory 
of Amy Mihaljevic

by ERIC EAKIN

More than 
2 0 0 
p e o p l e 

turned out on Oct. 
27 for the March 
for Amy, a trib-
ute in memory of 
10-year-old Amy 
Mihaljevic who 
was kidnapped from Bay Village in 1989 
and found 100 days later, dead, in a field 
in Ashland County.

The march was organized by Bay 
Middle School educator Mark Kevesdy 
as a fundraiser to assist the police and 
FBI in their continuing investigations.

Kevesdy has established a website, 

www.walkforamy.org, to accept dona-
tions. He said he hoped to raise $25,000 
by the end of the year. A $50,000 reward 
is also being offered for information 
that would solve the 32-year-old case.

"There's not a day goes by that we 
don't think of Amy," Bay Village Police 
Chief Rob Gillespie told the marchers. 

A crowd of more than 200 people marched in memory of Amy Mihaljevic.

Amy Mihaljevic's brother, Jason, speaks to the media.

Holiday comedy 
continues Clague 

Playhouse's season
by KIMBERLY MITSCHKE

Clague Playhouse presents 
the holiday comedy, "Ethan 
Claymore," by Norm Foster, 

to continue their 94th season.
It’s a week before Christmas, 

and struggling egg farmer/artist 
Ethan Claymore meets a woman 
who could turn his life around. But 
things are shaken up when Ethan 
receives a visit from his estranged, 
and recently deceased, older broth-
er. The play is directed by Robert 
Gibb and featured in our cast are Jeff 
Bartholomew as Ethan Claymore, 
Kristin Bartholomew as Teresa Pike, 
Charles Cover as Martin Claymore, 
Jake Hunter as Young Ethan, Peg 
Neeson as Dottie McClaren and 
Rick Schuler as Young Martin.

The play runs Friday, Nov. 5, 
through Sunday, Dec. 5, on Thurs-
days, Fridays and Saturdays at 
8 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m. (no 
performance on Thanksgiving, Nov. 
25). Admission is $18 for adults, $17 
for seniors (60+), and $10 for stu-
dents (any age with a valid ID) and 
may be purchased by calling the Box 
Office at 440-331-0403 Wednesday 
through Saturday from 1-6 p.m. or 
visiting www.clagueplayhouse.org. 
Clague Playhouse is located at 1371 
Clague Road in Westlake.

 See PLAYHOUSE page 2

BHS Key Club collects 3 busloads 
of goods for local animal shelters
by MIYA DEBOLT and            
KATHERINE BUNSEY 

The Bay High School Key Club 
recently held an Animal Protective 
League (APL) donation drive. Three 

bus loads of donations were sent off to the 
Cleveland APL, Friendship APL of Lorain 
County and the Berea Animal Rescue to 
help the shelters’ animals in need. Count-
less items were donated by the community, 
making it a huge success.

“It really could not have been such a 
success without the generosity and sup-
port of our community,” said project co-
chairperson Miya DeBolt.

The high school’s Key Club dropped off 

fliers to neighborhood homes the weekend 
of Oct. 8, and returned to the homes to col-
lect donations a week later on Oct. 16. The 
Key Club collected many donations from 
doorsteps, and collected countless more 
from the donation drop-off location at Bay 
High School throughout the weekend. As 
donations were being made through the 
weekend, some Key Club members helped 
to sort and box the items.

The Key Club would like to extend a 
thank you to the community, because with-
out them this event would not have been 
possible. In addition, the Key Club would 
like to thank Mr. Gregory Willey from the 
Friendship APL located in Elyria for taking 
the time to speak about the importance of 

donating to shelters. His speech was much 
appreciated and well received from every-
one at that meeting.

“I am thrilled that we received so many 
wonderful donations from our generous 

community. I imagine every animal at the 
shelter will be wagging their tail with all 
the new toys and goodies,” co-chairperson 
Katherine Bunsey exclaimed.

Bay High School Key Club collected three busloads of supplies for three local 
animal shelters with the help of the Bay Village community.
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Tony Dostal outside his barracks in           
Da Nang, Vietnam.
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The animal shelters that 
were donated to in this drive 
are all nonprofit organiza-
tions located in the Greater 
Cleveland area. Although in 
different cities, all of them are 
committed to helping ani-
mals' health and well-being, 
as well as to finding forever 
homes.

“This is a great cause,” 
Miya said, “and I am so happy 
that the Key Club and com-
munity as a whole put their 
all into participating in this 
drive. It was truly such a special experi-
ence just to see how many boxes we could 
pack with donations from such generous 
donors! I just want to thank every person 
who participated.”

Thank you to all community mem-

bers who helped out with this donation 
drive. The Key Club is thankful for each 
and every donation and truly appreciates 
the huge amount of community support 
for this event.

The Key Club is a national service 

organization. It is committed to better-
ing individual local communities. The 
Bay High Key Club, advised by Mrs. Anita 
Bauknecht, hosts many different service 
events throughout the year to better the 
community in big and small ways. 

Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 

The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a hyperlocal 
community newspaper and website written by, for 
and about the residents of Westlake and Bay Village,  
providing perspectives and information about topics 
and events in our community. The mission of the 
Westlake | Bay Village Observer is to inform, involve 
and energize the community through the participation 
of the 1,200+ community volunteers. All Westlake and 
Bay Village residents are invited to participate.

To join in, sign up through the Member Center at 
wbvobserver.com/members to submit your stories, 
photos and events.  (We don’t share information)                                   

All content should be submitted through the online 
Member Center, not by email.

Letters to the editor (max. 300 words) may be sent 
to tara@wbvobserver.com. Please include full contact 
information. 

Business promotional articles will not be published. 
Contact us for advertising rates.

QUESTIONS? Contact: staff@wbvobserver.com or 
440-409-0114

The views and opinions expressed in this publication 
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of 
the Westlake | Bay Village Observer staff.
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WBVO AUTUMN 2021

440-871-7525

Don’t Delay. Don’t Delay. 
Call Today.Call Today.

There’s only ONE 
name on the ballot 

this year for your 
home comfort needs!

620 Dover Center Rd.
Bay Village

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

NOW OPEN !
Call for an 
appointment:
440-871-0899

Limited free student tickets (high 
school and college) are available by 
calling the Box Office to reserve for 
any Clague Playhouse Thursday per-
formance, and showing a student 
ID at the time of ticket pickup. No 
online reservations can be taken for 
these free tickets. Free Student Ticket 

Thursdays are subject to availability 
and must be picked up by 7:30 p.m. 
the night of the performance or will 
be released.

Our productions are subject to 
change due to COVID-19 restrictions. 
Our board of directors strongly rec-
ommends the wearing of masks while 
within our building. The theater will 
open a half hour before the performance 
for seating access. Masks will be made 
available to those who need one. 

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2021WBVO

DRIVERS NEEDED 
Graceful Living Medical Transportation. We are growing! 

Transport clients to and from medical appointments. Must have a valid driver’s license, good driving 
record, and reliable transportation to our Westlake office. No CDL or prior experience required.
We will pay or reimburse necessary classes and training. All potential hires get a drug/alcohol 

screening and criminal background check. The ideal candidate will be able to work some Saturdays. 
Hours are somewhat irregular, with start and end times changing from day to day. 

Avg. shift is 8h or longer. Part-time and full-time candidates will be considered. 

CALL OR EMAIL TODAY: 440-899-2617; gracefullivingllc@yahoo.com

PLAYHOUSE         
from front page    
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by KAREN UTHE SEMANCIK 

Bay High School trumpet player Adam 
Ward was recently selected for the 
Ohio Music Education Association’s 

All-State Jazz Ensemble. Ward, a high school 
junior, auditioned alongside top high school 
musicians from all over the state.

This year’s All-State Jazz Ensemble will 
be conducted by Grammy-award-winning 
bassist Todd Coolman. The Ensemble will 
rehearse in January, and then play a concert 
at the Ohio Music Education Association 
(OMEA) Convention, which takes place in 
Cleveland this year, from Feb. 3-5, 2022.

“Only five trumpet players were 
selected for this throughout the state, so 
this is exciting,” said Darren Allen, Bay High 
School band director. 

Bay High trumpet player 
selected for state ensemble

Bay High School musician 
Adam Ward was selected for 
a prestigious jazz ensemble.
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You Too Can Help
The Observer offers you a UNIQUE opportunity to reach customers on 
a POSITIVE level as an advertising partner. Call us today for great rates 

at 440-409-0114 or email staff@wbvobserver.com. 

Thank You 
to all of our advertisers who keep us humming along! The Observer is 
offered free to the community thanks to the civic-minded businesses 

and organizations that support the project through advertising. 



Join in at www.wbvobserver.com
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by JENNIFER HARTZELL

Do you have pumpkins or deco-
rative fall squash/gourds that 
you are unsure what to do with 

once the season is over? Please consider 
disposing of them in an environmental-
ly friendly way, rather than putting them 
into your trash bound for the landfill.

If you have a jack-o-lantern (carved 
pumpkin), it will start to shrivel much 
sooner than whole pumpkins. To easily 
dispose of these, you can either leave 
it as-is in your backyard for animals to 
munch on, or cut it up and put the pieces 
in your yard for deer and squirrels to eat. 
They love pumpkin! If you have a whole 
pumpkin, you can do the same thing, but 
do try to cut it up a little first to give the 
animals a head start.

Feeding pumpkins to wildlife is a 
wonderful option. Make sure to scatter 

the pieces far from the house. Also, please 
refrain from leaving rotting pumpkin out 
for animals to eat. 

Another option is to compost your 
pumpkins. Remember, Bay Village now 
has a compost drop-off location serviced 
by Rust Belt Riders. You can sign up at 
bayvillagegreenteam.org under “Green 
Your Waste” and then “Drop-Off Food 
Waste Composting.” If you are part of 
this program, simply bring your pump-
kins and squash there! If you compost in 
your backyard, you can put the pump-
kins in it – remember to cut them up if 
you want it to break down a little more 
quickly.

And finally, if you do not compost 
either with Rust Belt Riders or in your 
backyard, you can still easily compost 
your pumpkins. Simply dig a space in 
your garden bed, place the whole pump-
kin or pumpkin pieces in the hole, and 
cover it back up. Voila! You have compos-
ted your pumpkins.

Keeping food out of the landfill 
is important. When food breaks down 
anaerobically in the landfill, it releases 
methane which is a large contributor to 
climate change. Composting or feed-
ing the pumpkins and squash to local 
wildlife is a MUCH better option and is 
simple to do! 

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2021 WBVO

This picture shows many of the boxes that will soon be filled with 
small toys and personal care items by the people of CrossPointe 
Community to be shipped to grateful children around the world as 
part of Operation Christmas Child, an outreach of Samaritan’s Purse.
For information about CrossPointe Community:
• Go to ourcrosspointe.com   • Call 440-835-0243
• Call or text our cellphone number at 440-554-0528
• Drop in at 1800 Columbia Road, Westlake

Operation
Christmas

Child

PLEASE PROOFREAD. ©2021 Westlake | Bay Village Observer

Nov 20 to Dec 24
BAYarts Gift Certificates 
for shop, gallery or classes.
Shop online www.bayarts.net

Extended 
hours

by CARL GONZALEZ and      
BOB PICCIRILLI

It was a great day in early Octo-
ber at the Village Bicycle Coop-
erative (VBC). An anonymous 

donation of a completely unique 
and U.S.-made two-seat adult 
tricycle came through our doors. 
An even better day followed when 
the Sandusky Ohio Veterans Home 
accepted our "in turn" donation 
of the Worksman Team Dual Trike.

This bright red, nearly brand 
new tricycle, will be redeployed to 
service and used for recreation and 
exercise by those veterans receiv-
ing nursing care in the facility. 
Because the trike is a two seater, 
a "team" approach is used while 
riding, providing great exercise 
benefits. A skilled nursing practi-
tioner will pilot the machine while 
the patient will participate in ped-
aling, maneuvering, and stopping 

the trike.
We thank Tracy, OVH Activity 

Supervisor, for accepting our dona-
tion. We thank Erica, an OVH nurs-
ing care professional, and Denis, 
OVH transportation professional, 
for coming to the VBC shop in the 
Community House to pick up the 
trike and take it to those that served 
us at the Ohio Veterans Home.

Through its Fix it Forward pro-
gram, Village Bicycle Cooperative 
has donated bicycles to those in 
need since 2013. In this endeavor 
VBC accepts donations of used 
bicycles and refurbishes them to a 
safe, ridable condition. They then 
donate these bikes to those in need 
with the help of various charitable 
institutions. 

This year the VBC will donate 
more than 100 bicycles, bringing 
the total number of donations 
since its inception to well over 600. 
This is a marvelous way to deliver 

what could become trash in a land-
fill to those who could use it. This 
year those organizations receiv-
ing bicycles include the West Park 
Corps of the Salvation Army, the US 
Committee for Refugees and Immi-
grants, the Bike Cleveland Refugee 
Project, the West Side Catholic 
Center and the Hope Center for 
Refugees and Immigrants. VBC 
owes a debt of gratitude to the City 
of Bay Village and the Recreation 
Department for help in providing 
these deliveries.

In other similar efforts, VBC 
has purchased and donated repair 
stands at two locations in the great-
er Cleveland area. These stands are 
now installed at the Huntington 
Reservation Metropark and the 
West Side Catholic Center.

With the help of volunteers 
who know how to work on bicycles 
VBC hopes to continue this chari-
table work for years to come. 

The Village Bicycle Cooperative delivers

Erica, a nurse from the Ohio Veterans Home, and 
Village Bicycle Cooperative board member Carl 
Gonzalez try out the recently donated two-seat tricycle.

by LYSA STANTON

Janet Gortz was crowned the winner of Westlake 
Historical Society's 2021 Pie Contest held on 
Oct. 2. Her winning entry was an old-fashioned 

apple pie.
Janet said the reason she entered the contest 

was not only did she want to get her baking skills 
sharpened for the holidays, but also because it was 
a fundraiser for the Society. She is a big supporter 
of the organization, and appreciates what it stands 
for in the community.

Choosing to enter an apple pie was not hard 
… as this is the time of year apples are at their best. 
In preparation to find the perfect pie, Janet baked 
five pies in seven days and gave samples to friends 
and neighbors along with a questionnaire. She used 
the feedback from those questionnaires, as well 
as her own observations, and the perfect entrant 
was born!

Janet has been a resident of Westlake for the past 44 years. She was born in Cleveland 
and grew up in Parma. She has two children, three grandchildren, two brothers and a 
sister. Before retiring she was a certified floral arranger.

She looks forward to what the Westlake Historical Society will be doing next, espe-
cially the Wreath Placement Program.

Congratulations, Janet! 

Environmentally 
friendly pumpkin 
disposal

THE GREEN REPORT Westlake Historical Society 
announces pie contest winner

Westlake Historical Society 
prize baker Janet Gortz.
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After high school, Tony entered 
Kent State in 1963, majoring in sociol-
ogy. After graduation, his experience in 
the funeral business led him to attend 
the Pittsburgh Institute of Mortuary 
Science, to learn the art of embalming.

After earning his Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree from the Institute, Tony 
began working at the Golubski Funeral 
Home in Parma. 

One Saturday in the late spring of 
1966 while working there, he met his 
future wife, Judy.

“She was there with her family 
for the wake of her grandfather," Tony 
recalled. "I was greeting people at the 
parlor. When I looked to my right I saw 
Judy walking down the hall to the door 
and I thought I should open the door 
for her. We started talking and she said 
she had a date that night, but I asked if 
I could call her the next day, on Sunday. 
She said yes, and the rest is history. I 
think it was on our third date that we 
decided we were going to get married. 
I gave her an engagement ring at the 
East 9th Street pier, and we married on 
Nov. 5, 1966.” 

It was the end of September 1967 
when Tony came home from his latest 
job at the Corrigan Funeral Home on 
the west side. As he walked in the door, 
Judy told him that he had received a 
questionnaire from the Selective Ser-

vice. “I picked the envelope up and I 
said, ‘This isn't a questionnaire, it's the 
greetings from the draft board.’” Tony 
had been drafted into the U.S. Army. 

“I went in the service a few days 
after our first year anniversary,” he said. 
Tony reported for induction at the fed-
eral building in downtown Cleveland 
at 5:45 a.m. on Nov. 8, 1967. “I looked 
to the east and the sun was 
coming up, and I thought, 
‘What the hell am I doing 
here?’” 

And so began Tony Dos-
tal’s service to our country.

He reported to Fort 
Knox for basic training. Then 
it was on to Fort Bragg, as 
part of the 82nd Airborne 
Division.

“There were half a 
dozen other guys that had a 
mortuary background there. 
I'm unpacking in the bar-
racks when a runner for the 
first sergeant comes in and 
says, 'The sergeant wants to 
see you.' The sergeant says, 
'You can type and you’ve got 
office experience, I want you 
to be the company clerk.'"

That was OK with Tony 
because it meant skipping 
the chore of "KP," or kitchen 
patrol.

“I was able to come 
home in June for a week, 
during which Bobby Ken-

nedy was assassinated,” Tony remem-
bered.

While at home, Tony received a 
call from headquarters to come back 
to base because he was going be trans-
ferred to Fort Lee, outside of Richmond, 
Virginia, to learn the procedures for 
remains identification. Preservation of 
remains was accomplished using the 

most modern techniques and equip-
ment in embalming. In 1968, the cap-
tain from the mortuary in Da Nang, 
Vietnam, put out a call during the Tet 
Offensive that he needed 20 morticians 
because of the rise in soldier deaths.

Before Tony was detached to Viet-
nam, he was given a three-week leave 
to go home and see his wife, Judy. Tony 
departed the U.S from Dover Air Force 
Base in Delaware. His flight followed 
the sun to Anchorage, then on to Japan 
before arriving at the U.S Air Force base 
in Da Nang on Aug. 30, 1968.

In the next issue, the series will follow 
Tony's experience "in country" as he serves 
in Vietnam. 

ONE VETERAN         
from front page    

ADVERTISE FOR THE HOLIDAYS
Promote your business or holiday event with special 
advertising rates in the Nov. & Dec. Observer issues.

Contact us at 440-409-0014 or 
staff@wbvobserver.com for special rates.

Judy and Tony pose for a photo before Tony 
heads to the airport for his flight to Vietnam.

Tony's view of the Alaskan mountains 
out the window of a U.S. C-141 cargo 
aircraft headed for Vietnam.

Workshop to help 
you stay in your 
home as you age
by LESLIE SELIG

Most people want to stay at home as they 
age, but don’t know all that can be done 
to make their home safe and livable as 

they grow older. Or they don't plan ahead when 
making home improvements, which can mean the 
difference between staying in the home or moving 
as they age. 

There are also many small changes to make 
around the house to make it safe, as well as count-
less gadgets and adaptive devises that can make life 
easier and the home safer.

As part of its Aging in Place initiative, Bay Village 
Community Services is holding an online Aging in 
Place workshop, presented by Maximum Accessible 
Housing of Ohio, to help residents plan for living in 
their homes as they age.

On Wednesday, Nov. 10, 7:00 p.m., a workshop 
on kitchen and bathroom modifications will be pre-
sented. Register by calling 440-899-3409, or emailing 
lselig@cityofbayvillage.com. Also watch for details of 
our Aging in Place Expo on Jan. 22. 

BAY VILLAGE COMMUNITY SERVICES
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by CYNTHIA EAKIN

Explore the history of the Wis-
chmeyer model boats at the 
Bay Village Historical Soci-

ety’s Nov. 7 porch talk.
Are they leftover toys, model 

pond racers or neither? Ed Neal, 
a boater and hobby boat builder, 
recently examined the models in 
detail as he cleaned and restored 
them. Neal will present the unique 
features of each boat and will dis-
cuss how each model fits into a his-
torical Lake Erie context. Presented 
for the non-boater and boater alike, 
the talk will provide a fresh perspec-
tive for viewing and considering the 
shoreline of Bay Village.

The model boats and their 
blueprints were originally created 
by Henry Wischmeyer Jr., who was 
intrigued by the boats he saw regu-
larly making their way up and down 

Lake Erie. Taught by expert Valen-
tine Miller, Wischmeyer became 
very skilled in making models of 
the boats he saw on the lake. Sev-
eral of his models are in Rose Hill 
Museum and many more are in the 
Great Lakes Historical Museum.

The Sunday, Nov. 7, porch 
talk takes place at 2 p.m. at Rose 
Hill Museum, 27715 Lake Road 
in Bay Village. Admission is free. 
Attendees are encouraged to 
bring their own folding chair for 
the presentation. 

Explore the history                                    
of  Wischmeyer model boats

BAY VILLAGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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by JEFF BING

It was something like 3 months 
ago that the (then) Cleveland 
Indians shocked the baseball 

world (not to mention a certain 
roller derby team) when they 
announced they were renaming the 
baseball team the “Guardians.” I 
didn’t like the name when it was 
announced.

But now that I’ve had time to 
think about it, well, I like it even 
less. The Dolan party line was that 
the poster boy for the logo (yes, 
I am, of course, referring to Mr. 
Stoneface himself, the guardian 
– get it? – perched with his pals 
on the Hope Memorial Bridge) 
brought some imaginary illusion 
of grandeur and class to the base-
ball team.

I didn’t buy the implication 
that the team was regarded as a 
bunch of hobos running around 
the diamond, because that’s exactly 
how the team tried to sell the name 
change – by making the name 
appear much more dignified than 
anyone cared. It was like they were 
trying to overcompensate for the 
use of “Indians.”

I still don’t understand how 

the use of the word “Indians” by 
itself is degrading or racist, but I 
do get that by keeping the name it 
would take longer for the fans to let 
go of Chief Wahoo, the real culprit 
behind the name change. But tell 
us that, Dolans, don’t go the “dig-
nity” and “morals” route unless of 
course you are planning on parting 
with some of the millions of dollars 
you made over the last century and 
(almost) a quarter peddling Chief 
Wahoo Indians merchandise.

And correct me if I’m wrong, 
but didn’t you sell Indians mer-
chandise all the way through the 
end of the season? Because the way 
I see it, if it was a moral issue you 
would have stopped the sales of 
anything with “Indians” on it, like, 
immediately, right?   

Oh, now I remember: You 
didn’t want to disappoint the fans 
who wanted to get the remaining 
Indians gear for their collections. It 
had nothing to do with the money, 
did it? Silly me.

But now I hear that you never 
settled that name thing with the 
roller derby team who already hap-
pened to be named the Guardians, 
and now they are suing you for 
swiping their name.

I understand the strategy 
behind waiting until now to lay the 
lawsuit on the baseball team. The 
roller derby team is quite aware 
that for the last three months or 
so, production has ramped up on 
the manufacture of Guardians gear. 
So, waiting until the baseball team 
has made a huge financial commit-
ment to the production of Guard-
ians baseball merchandise before 
hitting them with a lawsuit makes 
sense strategically.

While I admire your sense of 
timing, you also must be aware that 
it’s unlikely you will profit signifi-
cantly from this lawsuit.

St. Louis had both a baseball 
and football team named the Car-
dinals for more than a quarter-
century before Bill Bidwell snuck 
the football team to Arizona in the 
late '80s. There were also football 
and baseball Giants in New York. 
The teams moved because of 
(surprise!) financial reasons; not 
because of any confusion from the 
name change.

The most damage the baseball 
Guardians incur will not come from 
heisting the roller derby team’s 
name, but will result from the “big 
bully” image they so richly deserve 
in callously taking something the 
"high morals brigade" should have 
left alone.

When it comes to money, don’t 
try to stand toe-to-toe with the 
Dolans, roller derby people. You’re 
messing with the masters of penny-
pinching. 

Mental illness 
recovery group 
meets at Bay Pres
by ALLEN PORTER

Are you or a loved one living with ADHD, 
anxiety disorders, autism spectrum, bipo-
lar disorder, dementia, major depression, 

personality disorders or schizophrenia?   
Healing Hearts and Minds is a faith-based 

recovery group experience to alleviate the stigma 
and encourage understanding of mental illness. 
It is a confidential group discussion of shared 
experiences to improve the understanding of 
mental illness and how it affects families. No 
diagnosis. No therapy.

In this support group all will receive loving 
understanding with the strictest confidentiality. 
A list of mental health resources in Northeast 
Ohio will be made available.

A Westlake married couple trained by the 
National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) 
facilitates the group. The meeting space and 
information materials are donated by Bay Pres-
byterian Church, 25415 Lake Road, as a com-
munity service.

Meetings are on the third Monday of every 
month (holidays excluded) from 7-8:30 p.m., in 
person and on Zoom.

For more information, visit: baypres.org/
events. To participate remotely through Zoom, 
contact group leader Karen Porter, 440-479-
1595. 

HEALTH & WELLNESS

Oops! The Dolans let      
their Guard(ians) down

SPORTING VIEWS
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Bay Board of Education Oct. 25 meeting overview
This report contains member obser-

vations and selected highlights of the 
Oct. 25 meeting of the Bay Village Board 
of Education. It is not an official state-
ment by the League of Women Voters, 
nor does it represent the official minutes 
of the meeting.

by LWV observer JANE BLACKIE 

The regular meeting of the Bay Vil-
lage Board of Education was called 
to order at 6:35 by Board President 

Lisa Priemer in the Middle School library. 
Board members in attendance were Vice 
President Dave Vegh, Mrs. Beth Lally, and 
Dr. Scott Schultz. Mr. Paul Vincent was not 
in attendance.

Acceptance of Donations: Dr. Ed 
Horvath, physician, former colonel, U.S. 
Army Medical Corps, and member of 
VFW Post 9693 of Bay Village presented 
a $20,000 scholarship check to be used 
for students pursing a military career. 
Dr. Horvath said that the VFW hopes to 
continue to contribute $500 per year in 
years to come.

The Board also accepted a dona-
tion by Pat Jensen of a variety of musical 
instruments and accessories.

Certified and Classified Person-
nel: Several changes to certified and 
classified personnel were accepted. A full 
list of these changes can be found here: 

go.boarddocs.com/oh/bvcsd/Board.
nsf/Public. Notable is the hiring of long-
term substitute teachers for each school 
building to address the substitute teacher 
shortage.  

Contract with PSI Affiliates for St. 
Raphael School: Approval was given to 
authorize the superintendent to enter into 
contracts with PSI Affiliates for the 2021-
22 school year for services for St. Raphael 
School. Details of those contracts can 
be found here: go.boarddocs.com/oh/
bvcsd/Board.nsf/Public.

Letter of Agreement: The Bay 
Village City Schools will provide trans-
portation to students and staff at Bay 
Presbyterian Preschool in the event of an 
evacuation emergency.

Superintendent Update: Interim 
Superintendent Char Shryock recognized 
the Bay High School Key Club that was 
awarded a proclamation from the Ohio 
Senate for their work raising more than 
$48,000 in five years for the Thirst Project. 
Key Club advisor Mrs. Anita Bauknecht 
introduced sophomores Lucy Gillette 
and Mary Catherine Murtaugh who led 
the fundraising effort last year. They 
explained that the Thirst Project installs 
wells in areas of the world where there is 
no clean water.

Superintendent Shryock asked the 
Board to approve a resolution for the 
support of military-connected children 

and families in our community. Shryock 
noted that this resolution goes beyond the 
Purple Star designation as it acknowledg-
es the special pressures faced by military 
families.

The Superintendent also asked that 
the Board approve the Bay Individual/
Small Group Instruction Teachers Asso-
ciation Memorandum of Understand-
ing regarding the PublicSchool Works 
Training and professional development 
related to BrightBytes and Ohio ES for the 
2021-2022 school year. It will allow these 
teachers to complete this training from 
home on Jan. 5, 2022, a designated teacher 
workday.

The Board approved both items.
Superintendent Shryock presented 

an update entitled “A Story in Data: Wear-
ing Our Honors Lightly” that she empha-
sized was a snapshot of the academic 
accomplishments of the district in lieu of 
the Ohio Report Card Grades. The overall 
scores show that Bay students continue to 
perform well above the proficiency stan-
dards set by the state, including those with 
disabilities, those who are economically 
disadvantaged, and other categories. The 
data shows that, even through the pan-
demic, Bay students continue to perform 
well, placing the Bay Schools in the top 
tier of schools in Ohio. Her report was 
recorded; you can find a link to it here: 
bayk12.org/article/570086.

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer 
Meghan Rohde’s financial report showed 
that 73.5% of the budget is spent on class-
room instruction which includes teachers, 
teacher aides, supplies, Chromebooks, 
and textbooks. Bay ranks 21 out of 263 
compared to like districts in Ohio. Bay’s 
operating spending per pupil is $12,932 
compared to $10,334 statewide. Rohde 
pointed out that, although Bay is near the 
top of Ohio districts for spending, it is near 
the top 3% of all schools in performance. 
Of course, our district is heavily reliant 
on local taxes, unlike most districts in the 
state. A link to the video of the complete 
report can be found here: bayk12.org/
page/treasurer.

The Board approved the Treasurer’s 
report as well as the recommendation for 
the disposal of miscellaneous items and 
the Records Retention Schedule.

Public Comments: Although several 
people chose not to take a turn address-
ing the Board, there were two speakers 
at the meeting. A mother from a military 
family in Bay was very satisfied with the 
Bay Schools and how they helped her 
daughter, who had moved school districts 
repeatedly, feel at home and develop fully. 
The second speaker was unhappy with 
what she perceived as lack of response 
from the Board and administration.

The next regular Board of Education 
meeting will be Monday, Nov. 8. 

by COLLEEN HARDING 

Bay Village is a terrific town. When 
the Cahoon family arrived in 1810, 
they had a vision for this commu-

nity. Being very Christian and hard-working, 
they lived a very humble and disciplined 
lifestyle. If you haven’t gotten a chance to 
visit Rose Hill Museum lately, it’s lovely, and 
it takes you back to a much simpler time. 
The Historical Society has done a terrific 
job preserving the address so that we may 
authentically experience how they lived.

Bay Village has always been a bit of an 
anomaly because there is a sense of pride 
in this community that is unique. We are 
very proud of the way history and tradi-
tion have been maintained and preserved 
in our town. We are wholesome, civil and 
friendly to one another. We take care of our 
neighbors and our seniors, and we value 
them. We look out for one another and our 
children, and we want them to experience 
a childhood. 

We are friendly, kind and loyal to rou-
tine. We can walk into a grocery store and 
have a favorite cashier. Kitty is Heinen’s 
mayor, and I can't imagine not looking for 
her at the customer service desk. I think 
most of us have a favorite friend at the 
banks, dry cleaners and coffee shops. Some-
one that greets us with a smile and knows 
us by name. We stop and talk to each other. 

I remember leaving for college and 
missing Bay Village very quickly. I wanted 
to go to Heinen’s and run into someone’s 

mother who would catch me up on things. 
I missed driving down the street hearing an 
occasional honk or wave from someone, 
and I missed being someplace that felt like 
home.

Growing up, we all said we were going 
to leave and never come back to this quiet, 
sleepy little town. We had big plans, we were 
going to see the world. What we found was 
that no place felt like home in Bay Village. 
Bicycles, ice cream shops, churches and 
kindness.

Recently,  I have been observing some 
behavior and language that has made me a 
little nervous. This language puts our town 
and its reputation for a wholesome, civil 
community in jeopardy. Some people feel 
very differently about our schools and what 
should be taught in them. I would like to 
remind everyone that this is Bay Village. It’s 
one of a kind, and people have worked very 
hard for a long time to keep it civil.  

Please respect the traditions and kind-
ness that many have worked very hard to 
preserve. I know many have gotten angry 
over opinions and rumors but it's precisely 
that. It’s essential that we take a step back 
and think about our actions.

There is plenty of anger and nasty in 
the world right now. Let's make a conscious 
effort to keep it out of here. After all, our 
children are watching. The next generation 
will hopefully continue to keep Bay Village 
special. Isn't that more important than lash-
ing out and calling people names on social 
media? Besides, when was the last time 
someone offended you, and you changed 
your mind in support? 

We are allowed to disagree, but it can 
be done respectfully.  Think about your 
words and think about what you want this 
pleasant, sleepy little town to look like in 
the future.

Be civil, this is Bay Village. 

READER'S OPINION

Keeping civility 
in style

Bay Village Police now have 
universal microchip scanner
by NANCY BROWN

Bay Village City Council passed a 
resolution on Sept. 20 to accept 
the donation of a universal pet 

microchip scanner now at the Bay Vil-
lage Police Department. This purchase 
and donation were made possible by 
a generous resident.

This will help expedite prompt 
identification and pets being returned 
to owners if they are microchipped. 
The city's animal control officer also 
has one in his vehicle that is shared 
with North Olmsted. 

This will save time for officers 
and residents who have found a pet 

and ensure prompt return to owners. 
Please microchip your pets. This 

can be done at any animal clinic and 
most pet stores. 

If your pet is microchipped 
please check that it is active and has 
current contact information assigned 
to it. 

Safety forces advise residents to 
contact them with any lost or found 
pets to help ensure the safe and 
prompt identification and return to 
families. Pet thefts and scams con-
tinue to be on the rise. Please keep 
your pets safe by keeping them from 
roaming, and maintain current iden-
tification and current photo. 

PET CARE

by WARREN REMEIN

The Kiwanis and Key Clubs of Bay 
Village invite you to the fall 2020 
take-out spaghetti dinner on 

Saturday, Nov 13, from 4:30 to 7:30 pm. 
Pre-order online preferred before 2 p.m. 
on Nov. 12.

Pre-order at bay-village-kiwanis-
club.square.site or drive up for Tony 
Dostal's award-winning signature sauce 
and spaghetti. Take home a dinner 
for only $12 including salad, roll and 
sweet. Also available: sauce in quarts 

and 50/50 raffle. The drive thru will be 
at Bay Middle School 27725 Wolf Road.

Want a volunteer opportunity? Call 
Jim Comienski at 440-835-5972. Pro-
ceeds benefit children in our commu-
nity and around the world. Bay Kiwanis 
currently sponsors the Academic 
Achievement Awards Night including 
scholarships for Bay High School stu-
dents, the high school Key Club and 
projects for community organizations 
like LENSC  and the Village Project, hel-
mets for youth riders, Fill This House 
and others. 

Bay Kiwanis spaghetti dinner Nov. 13

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
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by CHRISSY MORSCHER

BSA Scout Troop 40, 
sponsored by Bethesda 
on the Bay Lutheran 

Church in Bay Village, cele-
brated the accomplishments of 
two young women who are the 
first in their troop to achieve 
Eagle Scout. Eagle Scout is the 
highest rank in scouting and 
is earned by less than 4% of all 
scouts. The scouts recognized 
at the Eagle Court of Honor 
on Oct. 24 were Jennifer R. 
Koomar and Norah A. Hamil.

In addition to earning a 
minimum of 21 merit badges, 
they completed service proj-
ects that benefit the com-
munity including building a 
compost bin for the Village 
Project, a community organi-
zation that provides meals and 
care for families experiencing 
cancer, and building a custom-
ized sundial memorial marker 
for Bay High School dedicated 
to Sabrina Noelle DuPrey, a 
friend and classmate who 
passed away.

The Eagle Court of Honor 

included presentations to the 
Eagles by Bay Village mayor 
(and father of one of the newest 
Eagle Scouts) Paul Koomar; 
Cuyahoga County Council 
Member Nan Baker; Interim 
Superintendent of Bay Village 
Schools Char Shryock; State 
Representative Monique Smith; 
Jim Potter, past commander of 
American Legion Post 385; and 
Richard Gash, Skipper of Sea 
Scout Ship 41. The Eagles were 
also presented American flags 
that had been flown over the 
U.S. Capitol in their honor. 

BSA Scout Troop 40 honors first 
Eagle Scouts

Scouts Jennifer Koomar and Norah Hamil achieved Eagle rank in October.

by JULIE FEAGLER

The pandemic has caused 
many cherished tradi-
tions to be disrupted, 

and Bay Village Garden Club’s 
Greening Workshops are 
among them. Beloved for 
many years, the Greening 
Workshops were joyful gather-
ings of friends and neighbors 
who loved to construct holiday 
wreaths, centerpieces, and 
other decorated items to grace 
their homes or give as gifts 
during the season. The price 
for the experience was mini-
mal, and the delight in making 
a decoration with one’s own 
hands, priceless.

The Garden Club is a non-
profit organization dedicated 
to service and support in our 
community. The Greening 
Workshop program is our only 

fundraiser. The money raised 
provides for city beautification 
with floral plantings, education 
geared to ecology and garden 
health, and service to shut-ins 
and cancer patients, as well as 
donations to Bay Food Minis-
try.

To keep Greening alive 
and continue our important 
service activities, the Garden 
Club developed a new Green-
ing program.  

This year, the Wreath, Cen-
terpiece, and Boxwood Tree 
are all available as finished 
arrangements. The Centerpiece 
is also available as a kit you can 
build at home. The beautiful, 
creative designs can be pre-
paid and ordered in advance 
until Nov. 22, and available for                 

pickup Tuesday, Nov. 30, from 
noon until 3 p.m. at Bay Meth-
odist Church, 29931 Lake Road. 

Finished arrangements 
will be ready for sale to the 
public at the Cahoon Park 
Gazebo on Friday, Dec. 3, 2-5 
p.m., and Saturday, Dec. 4, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. Pre-paid arrange-
ments and kits not picked 
up Nov. 30 can be picked up 
during sale day hours. 

Please note, kits are avail-
able as pre-paid only and will 
not be offered for sale at the 
Gazebo. The cost for each fin-
ished arrangement and center-
piece kit is $40.

Order forms will be 
mailed to former Green-
ing participants, and can be 
requested by emailing bvgar-
denclubohio@gmail.com, or 
calling 440-476-0259.

We appreciate the support 
of our community. Our goal is 
to return the appreciation and 
continue our support for Bay 
Village throughout the coming 
year. 

Bay Village Garden Club co-president Holly Colleran with the arrangements available this year.

Bay Garden Club introduces 
new format for holiday greening

A page from a 1958 "Welcome to Bay Village" brochure 
created by the League of Women Voters. The brochure 
can be viewed at the Reuben Osborn Learning Center.

Holiday jewelry sale 
at Clague Playhouse

by DOTTIE PALAZZO

Clague Playhouse is 
open and is happy to 
announce expanded 

shopping opportunities for its 
12th Annual Jewelry Heist. In 
addition to being open from 
Nov. 5 through Dec. 5 during the 
production of "Ethan Claymore," 
the sale will also be open Satur-
day afternoons, Nov. 6 through 
Dec. 18 from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.

If you or a friend need 
sparkly earrings for New Year's 
Eve, a chunky necklace for that 
new sweater, or a colorful scarf 
for last year’s coat, come on 
over. We have more costume 
jewelry, scarves, handbags and 
other accessories this year than 
ever before, all sorted, cleaned 
and ready for your shopping 
pleasure.

Because of continuing 
Covid concerns, we have not 
assembled volunteers to price 

each piece. We will have a cashier 
available to accept donations for 
whatever pieces you select. We 
are highly encouraging masks 
and will have disposable masks 
and vinyl gloves available.

Clague Playhouse is a 501(c)
(3) non-profit organization. This 
jewelry sale is a major fundraiser. 
Clague Playhouse was closed 
for 18 months during which we 
were fortunate, with the help 
of generous donors, to cover 
maintenance expenses and be 
able to reopen. Attendance is not 
back to normal. We are hopeful 
that theater lovers will support 
us this year by coming in and 
purchasing some of our fabu-
lous jewelry and continuing to 
drop off donations at the Clague 
Playhouse Box Office, located at 
1371 Clague Road in Westlake. 
The Box Office is open Wednes-
day through Saturday from 1:00 
to 6:00 p.m. Call 440-331-0403 
for information. 

A sample of the jewelry that will be available at the Clague 
Playhouse fundraising sale.

A snapshot of Bay's past 
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by WILLIAM KRAUSE

First, let’s set the record straight. In the last 
issue a caption of a photograph in the “Some 
Krumwiede homes” article stated that Win-

ston Road is in Westlake – it actually is in Bay Vil-
lage. The book “Bay Village: A Way of Life” states 
that Arthur and his brother William Henry Krum-
wiede were both house carpenters. A perusal of U.S. 
Census records does not support that assertion.

Yes, Arthur was a carpenter like his grandfather, 
as was Arthur’s son Robert and his son Lawrence too. 
However, Arthur’s brother William was a mail carrier 
and bus driver and his half-brother Kenneth Krum-
wiede was a farmer like their father, Louis. According 
to naturalization records Arthur’s grandfather Wil-
liam immigrated in 1849 not 1847, and according to 
tax records, 31611 Walker Road was constructed no 
earlier than 1869 when William Sr. first purchased 
the 15-acre farm.

By 1910 the 15-acre farm and 31611 Walker 
Road house passed on to their son Louis and this 
is where Arthur and William Henry grew up and 
labored on the family farm. By 1920 Arthur is a house 
carpenter living with his wife’s family on Foote Road 
and William Henry is a 26-year-old single, Rural Free 
Delivery mail carrier living at home with his parents.

In 1925 the easterly four acres of the 15-acre 
farm is transferred to William Henry and his wife, 

Amie, who he married in 1920 after the U.S. Census 
was compiled. By 1930 the four acres is no longer 
theirs and by 1931 the westerly 11 acres are no longer 
Louis’s. In 1940, 72-year-old Louis and his second 
wife, 60-year-old Nellie, are living with their son 
Kenneth on a farm in Erie County, Ohio.

By 1930 Arthur is a house builder living in a 
house he rented on Foote Road. By 1940 he is the 
proprietor of a house building company with his 
22-year-old son Robert working as a carpenter 

apprentice and 17-year-old son Lawrence still in 
high school. Arthur had begun buying lots and 
building homes on Winston Road in the late 1930s. 
He was poised and ready to begin building on Nan-
tucket Row in 1949 after that subdivision was plat-
ted. A 1951 city directory for Lakewood lists Arthur’s 
son Lawrence working as a carpenter.

It was in 1952 when the Keelers had Arthur 
Krumwiede design and build them their house at 
27333 Ellington Road in Westlake. He was excellent 
at promotion. I have a copy of his 50-page sales 
brochure which was published in 1955.

In it he states: “There is an old saying to the 
effect that when love and skill are combined, one 
can expect a masterpiece. Owners of … homes 
designed and constructed by Arthur E. Krumwiede 
will agree that in their case, this adage has become 
a reality.” He continues: “Eight Krumwiede homes 
have been featured over the past few years in Better 
Homes & Garden and The American Home. … He 
has been twice chosen by the Builder’s Exchange of 
Cleveland to construct an ‘Idea’ House of the Year. 
His homes have been used to illustrate nationally 
distributed advertising prices on home materials. 
… Mr. Krumwiede’s rapidly increasing stature is per-
haps best illustrated by still another fact. Prospective 
builders, having seen his homes in national publica-
tions, often drive hundreds of miles to the site of 
the original. To these, families seeking authenticity, 

character and integrity in a home, 
the search is fully justified.”

The brochure states that Mr. 
Krumwiede did years of research and 
took many trips to the East Coast in 
his hunt for authenticity of line and 
detail. It is true that, except for their 
typical suburban setting on a curvi-
linear street, many of Krumwiede’s 
original house designs on Nantucket 
Row are difficult to distinguish from 
the traditional New England house 
designs that he duplicated. He is 
really the Cleveland area's version of 
Royal Barry Wills who was a successful 
architect and builder on the East Coast 
during the post-WWII housing boom, 
whose firm is still designing and build-
ing high-end traditional style homes.

As for those magazine articles in national pub-
lications, several of the accompanying photographs 
can be found in the Cuyahoga County Archives 
stapled to copies of the building permits. It was a 
real treat to see several of the Nantucket Row homes 
when new and freshly painted in their original color 
schemes.

Both Arthur and his brother William died in 
1975, Lawrence in 1990, Kenneth and Robert in 
2000.

31110 Nantucket Row when new in 1952, photograph 
clipped from a magazine and attached to Cuyahoga 
County Archives file.

Original Krumwiede farmhouse at 31611 Walker Road, Bay 
Village, c. 1869 with subsequent additions.

DIGGING DOVER 

More about Krumwiede homes                          

 P
H

O
TO

S 
BY

 W
IL

LI
A

M
 K

R
A

U
SE

31103 Nantucket Row when new in 1952, photograph 
clipped from a magazine and attached to Cuyahoga 
County Archives file.

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services
• Meals, walks, medication
• Plus personal play time / special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Sunshine

PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636  

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock 

Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and LIFE WELL PLANNED® 
are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 

16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390 // Westlake, OH 44145

O 440.801.1629 // C 216.513.0933 // F 440.801.1636
www.bentleywealthmanagement.com
michael.bentley@raymondjames.com

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments

31103 Nantucket Row today.

31110 Nantucket Row today.

HELP 
WANTED

PIER BEVERAGE & DELI
22474 Lake Road, Rocky River

440-356-6915

Advertise in the 
Observer

Get 2 weeks of community-wide 
distribution in each issue. 

For rates call 440-409-114 or 
email: staff@wbvobserver.com
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This is the final installment in a 
multi-part series detailing the crazy 
adventures of a Bay Village homeowner 
faced with a serpentine crisis.

by KEVIN DAVEY

Just when you thought it was safe 
to go back down to the basement, I 
present the latest installment of "Bay 

Village snake hunters: Basement edi-
tion." I am titling this episode "Mom." 
(Cue ominous music.)

First, just to recap, from Aug. 31 to 
Sept. 6, my wife Amy first discovered, 
and I eventually captured, seven baby 
Northern Water Snakes (each about 7-8 
inches long, thick as a pencil), squirming 
around in our basement. Never more 
than two in a day. I'd be remiss not to 
point out that the mom snake typically 
gives live birth to 30 to 90 snakes. I found 
only seven (uh oh). Plus, the mom typi-
cally bolts right after giving birth, leaving 
baby snakes to fend for themselves. This 
was reassuring, in a weird way.  I did not 
want to meet mama snake – she could be 
2 to 4+ feet long!

As you can tell, I have learned WAY 
too much about this particular snake 
species! 

At the end of those 6 or 7 skin-
crawling days, I dusted flour on the 
basement floor (used to track remain-
ing snake movements) and then left it 
there for a week, until I figured out how 
to clean up about 1.5 pounds of flour 
without making a huge mess. Eventually 
I settled on having a shop vac outside the 
basement with a suction hose coming 
through a window. That way I would 
avoid flour blowing all over the base-
ment from the vacuum exhaust.

The cleanup worked out great, but 
before I started I noticed some of the 
flour had what looked like "s" tracks in it. 
I thought maybe it was my mind playing 
tricks on me – seeing imaginary track 
marks that were not there – or maybe it 
was our dog who did it. I did not want, 
under any circumstances, to believe 
there were still snakes living in our base-

ment two weeks after the first ones 
were captured. "Ignorance is bliss" 
comes to mind. I went with that 
thought.

In any event, I kept quiet and 
did not tell Amy my suspicions. 
You know the saying "happy wife, 
happy life?" It definitely holds true 
here.

Since I was still unsure about 
some possible leftover baby snakes 
in our basement, I decided to 
sprinkle another 4 cups of flour on 
the floor. Every day, I'd diligently go 
down and check for tracks. Every 
day things looked great – until Sept. 20. 
What did I find? More "s" tracks. I could 
not talk myself out of ignoring these 
tracks. There was still at least one snake 
in our basement. Alive. And probably 
still thriving, after almost a month living 
down there.

I had to tell Amy this. Of course, 
she freaked, so I freaked. I was in big 
trouble. Time to seriously ramp up my 
snake hunting game.

I got an old laptop that had motion 
detecting webcam software on it. (As a 
side note, this is a great thing to try with 
your kids – set up a motion detecting 
camera pointed out a window, put some 
food outside, and see if animals come 
overnight to eat it. When we lived in 
Westlake, in just one night we had a rac-
coon, a possum and a skunk all caught 
on camera. My kids thought it was awe-
some, especially when the possum and 
skunk almost got into a fight.)

I got some LED studio photography 
lights, and set up the laptop on the base-
ment floor. It looked like a little movie 
set. Now we just needed our star or stars 
to appear.

I woke up on Sept. 20, and there 
were motion-detected photos taken 
during the night. Maybe something was 
down there! Alas, most of the 14 "motion 
events" were false alarms. But there were 
three photos, each 1 second apart, with 
a mystery creature (which sort of looked 
snake-like). Then it vanished.

As my youngest son said, "Dad, that 

looks like a BIG snake."
Crap.
So I got my gloves, went down in the 

basement (up until now I was review-
ing all these photos from the sanctity 
of my second-floor office – thank you 
remote desktop software!) and I started 
searching.

I did not have to look long.
Remember how in earlier episodes 

I mentioned how the snakes seemed 
lethargic? Our basement is under the 
original 1940s-era part of the house, and 
the heating/cooling ducts leak a lot. The 
basement is very cold in summer, very 
warm in winter. And snakes like warmth. 
Thankfully, in cold they are slow and 
they search for warm spots.

So, guess where I found the snake? 
Right on the nice warm laptop keyboard! 
A pretty smart snake, if I do say so myself 
– it found the warmest spot down there. 
This is a 17-inch laptop, and by my crude 
measurements the snake was about 34 
inches long – almost 3 freakin' feet! This 
had to be the MOM snake! I yelped with 
joy, fear, disgust and jubilation.

Now I had to catch it and get it OUT 
OF MY LIFE. I knew this mom snake 
would be fast – it was nice and warm 
from the laptop – and I was scared. The 
baby snakes were cute, thin and little. 
This snake was big, thick, long and not 
so cute. If I screwed this up and mom got 
away, I'd have no plausible defense in 
divorce court. I'd be forever branded as 
a bad husband, bad father, and – worst 

of all – a bad snake catcher.
Once I got my courage up (I normal-

ly do not drink at 6 a.m. on a weekday, 
but there I was), I jostled the laptop a 
bit, and mom did not budge. The key-
board was just too warm and inviting. 
So I made my move. I quickly picked up 
the laptop, tipped it over a storage con-
tainer, and mom slid in. Luckily I cov-
ered the container before she climbed 
out, because she was angry. And moving 
very fast.

With mama snake safely in the cov-
ered container, I gave her some water 
and some bugs, and after school my 
kids and I released her in Cahoon Creek, 
where she belongs. Heck, maybe she will 
reunite with her kids, and they can laugh 
and reminisce about the time they lived 
almost a month in some poor schmuck's 
basement.

As for me, Amy and the family, the 
motion camera is staying for a little 
while. Probably for like 6 or 7 years, just 
to make sure all snakes are gone. I've told 
everyone to expect baby snake carcasses, 
too. We have some basement cleaning in 
our future and it could get ugly.

To (hopefully) wrap this all up, if 
you are driving around Bay sometime 
in the middle of the night, and you see 
very bright lights coming from a base-
ment, you may be witness to the filming 
of another episode of "BVSH: Basement 
Edition." 

But honestly, I hope not. I am about 
done with snake adventures! 

Bay Village snake hunters: 
Basement edition, Part 4
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Mom snake was found curled up in the warmest spot in the basement – on the 
laptop with the web cam software!

by DOROTHY RICHARDS

On Sunday, Nov. 14, at 2:00 
p.m., internationally 
renowned organist Christa 

Rakich rededicates the 1963 Holt-
kamp Opus 1769 organ at West Shore 
Unitarian Universalist Church, 
20401 Hilliard Blvd. in Rocky River.

The program will feature Three 
Meditations for Viola and Organ 
by Adolphus Hailstork, with violist 
Christopher Jenkins. It will also 
include works of J.S. Bach and César 
Franck, as well as works composed 
by Rakich herself. The church’s 
prized pipe organ has been newly 

restored by Chris Holtkamp of 
Cleveland’s own Holtkamp Organ 
Company.

Concert and recording artist 
Christa Rakich performs widely 
throughout North America, Europe, 
and Japan. She is Visiting Professor 
of Organ at Oberlin Conservatory.

West Shore has a long rela-
tionship with Oberlin Conserva-
tory. The organ was first dedicated 
in 1963 by Haskell Thomson, now 
professor emeritus at Oberlin. 
Garth Peacock, longtime Director 
of Music at West Shore, served at 
the time of the dedication. The post 
is currently held by his former stu-

dent David Blazer.
He and Christa Rakich were 

classmates in Peacock's studio in 
the early 1970s. Violist Christopher 
Jenkins is Associate Dean for Aca-
demic Support at Oberlin.

Part of West Shore’s 75th Jubi-
lee Celebration series, the concert 
is free and open to the public and 
will be held in the church sanctu-
ary. Due to church Covid 19 pro-
tocols, attendance is limited and 
masks are required to be worn in 
the building. To pre-register for 
this event, please call Sherry Bolger 
at 440-333-2255 or email sbolger@
wsuuc.org. 

Holtkamp organ rededication concert 
to feature nationally renowned organist

West Shore Unitarian Universalist Church's 
Holtkamp pipe organ.
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A colorful autumn scene of Sperry Creek in Bay Village.

The citizen-powered newspaper

Share Your News, 
Photos & 

Community Events

Join with 1,300+ community 
members of all ages who 
have shared their stories, 

photos and community events 
in our community’s favorite 

newspaper and website.

YES! The Observer is open to all Bay Village and Westlake 
residents who want to participate in sharing positive news. 

It’s fun, easy and free to become an Observer. Visit our 
website at wbvobserver.com and click on Member Center to 

sign up and be a part of this growing community project! 
Questions? Email staff@wbvobserver.com 

SPREAD GOOD-HEARTED NEWS IN 
WESTLAKE & BAY VILLAGE
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by ELAINE WILLIS

Following is Westlake Porter Public Library’s 
early November calendar of events. All pro-
grams are subject to change. Please check 
westlakelibrary.org or follow the library on 
Facebook and Twitter (@WestlakePorter) for 
the latest updates.

Wednesday, Nov. 3 (1-1:30 p.m.) 
Improve Your Posture (Live) – Do you 
have rounded shoulders? Do you work at 
a computer? Do you sit for long periods 
of time? Learn how to improve your pos-
ture with Dr. Casen DeMaria. Please reg-
ister. A valid email address is required to 
receive an email with Zoom instructions.

Wednesday, Nov. 3 (6:30-8 p.m.) 
Horror Film Club – Join us for another 
creepy classic from the vault! New mem-
bers are welcome, but children under 13 
must be with an adult. We will be stream-
ing October’s film on Watch2Gether. The 
November film will be hybrid – you can 
choose to watch in person or stream it. 
Links will be posted for those streaming 
the day of each program. Please register.

Thursday, Nov. 4 (1-7 p.m.) Ameri-
can Red Cross Bloodmobile

Thursday, Nov. 4 (4-5 p.m.) Intro-
duction to Proposal Writing (Virtual) 
– Are you new to proposal writing or 
want a quick refresher? If so, this class 
will provide you with an overview of how 
to write a standard project proposal to 
a foundation. Please register. Zoom 
instructions will be emailed.

Thursday, Nov. 4 (7-8 p.m.) Thurs-
day Night Book Discussion – This 
month’s title is "The Girl in the Mirror" 
by Rose Carlyle. The group will meet odd 
months. Since we meet only every other 
month, participants will need to obtain 
their own copies of the title. Please reg-
ister for meeting details.

Friday, Nov. 5 (10:30-11 a.m.) Adult 
Storytime – Adults with special needs 
are invited to laugh, sing, and listen to 
stories, along with a paper craft or a col-
oring page. Please register.

Saturday, Nov. 6 (10 a.m.-2 p.m.) 
ACT Practice Test – Sylvan Learning will 
be here to administer an ACT Practice 
Test. Students will also have the option to 
take the written portion of the test from 
1-2 p.m. Sylvan Learning will return on 
Nov. 13 (10 a.m.-11a.m.) for anyone who 
would like to go over their practice test. 
Please register.

Saturday, Nov. 6 (1-2 p.m.) Pokemon 
Fun – Join Miss Rachel in person for Poke-
mon fun! This will be a time to view and 
trade cards, do a craft (if desired) and play 
a Pokemon Bingo game. Feel free to bring 
your cards! Ages 6-11. Please register.

Monday, Nov. 8 (3:30-5:30 p.m.) 
Teen Lounge – Need a place to hang 
out after school? Come to WPPL’s Teen 
Lounge for video games, board games, 
crafts, snacks and more! Grades 7-12.

Monday, Nov. 8 (7-8:30 p.m.) The 
Fabulous History of Drag – While drag 
has been popularized these days from 
shows like "RuPaul’s Drag Race" and The 
Boulet Brothers’ "Dragula," much of the 
history and culture of drag is still not 
known to mainstream audiences. Come 
learn about the origins of drag, from 
Vaudeville to the '80s Harlem ballroom 
scene with local drag performer Dusty 
Bucket. Please register.

Monday, Nov. 8 (7-8:30 p.m.) Holiday 
Wine Pairing with Wanda (Virtual) – 
Wanda Haynes, a Certified Sommelier and 
wine educator, will discuss pairing wines 
with common holiday meals. Haynes cur-
rently hosts “Wine with Wanda” on Wad-
sworth Community Television (WCTV). 
Registration is required. Zoom instruc-
tions will be emailed.

Tuesday, Nov. 9 (1-3 p.m.) Career 
Transition: Roadmap Your Future 
(Virtual) – What is your career direction 
or plan? Have you mapped out the most 
direct route to reach your goal? What 
obstacles or barriers might get in your 
way? There are resources and training 
available that can help you to meet your 
future job needs. Join Cynthia Wilt to dis-
cuss your path to success. Please register. 
Zoom instructions will be sent by email.

Tuesday, Nov. 9 (2-3:30 p.m.) Tues-
day Book Discussion – Join the WPPL 
Tuesday Book Club IN PERSON for a dis-
cussion of "I Kill Giants" by Joe Kelly and 
Ken Niimura. Please register.

Tuesday Nov. 9 (4-4:45 p.m.) The 
Science of 'Magic Tree House: Vaca-
tion Under the Volcano' – There is 
science inside the "Magic Tree House" 
books. In "Vacation Under the Volcano" 
we’ll explore how and why a volcano 
erupts. Grades 1-2. Discoveries will be 
made through hands-on experiments, 
active participation, and a simple take 
home project. Please register.

Tuesday, Nov. 9 (6-8:30 p.m.) CPR – 

Get certified for adult, child, and infant 
CPR and AED. Email account required 
for certification. Participants under the 
age of 14 must have a parent or legal 
guardian with them in class. Instruction 
provided by certified instructors/ para-
medics from UH St. John Medical Center. 
If any questions, contact the instructors 
at uh4cpr@gmail.com. Please register.

Tuesday, Nov. 9 (7-8:30 p.m.) Tues-
day Evening Book Discussion (Live) 
– Join the Tuesday Evening Book Club on 
Zoom for a discussion of "I Kill Giants" 
by Joe Kelly and Ken Niimura. Please reg-
ister. You will receive a Zoom invitation 
and instructions by email.

Wednesday, Nov. 10 (10-10:30 a.m.) 
So Many Ways to Read Storytime – 
Have fun learning stories, rhymes, and 
movements in many languages and for-
mats. Ages 3-7. Registration begins Nov. 
3.

Wednesday, Nov. 10 (7-8:30 p.m.) 
Rock 'n' Roll History: The Cleveland 
Connection – Join us as we explore the 
Cleveland influence in the development 
of rock 'n' roll from the 1950s to the pres-
ent day. Important events in local rock 'n' 
roll history will be discussed. Emphasis 
will be given to local musical perfor-
mance venues, both past and present, 
Northeast Ohio musical groups and the 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum. 
Please register.

Thursday, Nov. 11 (10- 11:30 a.m.) 
Excel 2: Formulas and Functions – 
Practice using functions: SUM, AVER-
AGE, MIN, MAX, IF, COUNT, COUNTA 
and COUNTIF. Recommended for those 
comfortable with Excel. Class is in 
person. Capacity is limited. Registration 
begins Nov. 5.

Thursday, Nov. 11 (12:30-2:30 p.m. 
OR 3-5 p.m.) Jewelry Junction: Brace-
let Using Lava Rock & Essential Oils 
– Learn how to make an essential oils 
bracelet using lava rock and your choice 
of pearls and/or glass beads. Enjoy the 
benefits of aromatherapy. Registration 
begins Nov. 4.

Thursday, Nov. 11 (3:30-4:30 p.m.) 
Roblox Arcade (Live) – We have some 
private servers set up for Tweens in grades 
4-6 to hang out with their friends and 
enjoy some of the most popular games 
via Zoom. Registration begins Nov. 4.

Friday, Nov. 12 (9:30-10 a.m.) Yoga 
with Ms. Jen! – Calm your body, mind, 
and spirit in this yoga class taught by Ms. 
Jen, certified yoga instructor! Wear comfy 
clothes and bring your own mat or towel. 
Ages 2-6. Masks are required for anyone 
ages 2 and up. Registration begins Nov. 5.

Saturday, Nov. 13 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) 

Calling All Crafters: Holiday Wreath 
Pick-Up Kit – Decorate a wicker 18-inch 
wreath using holiday trimmings. All sup-
plies are provided except the green pine 
branches used for filler. Registration 
begins Nov. 7.

Saturday, Nov. 13 (2-3 p.m.) The 
Long and Winding Phone: Phone 
Interviews with Famous Figures – 
For years, journalist Helen Marketti 
has conducted interviews with famous 
musicians and television personalities. 
Join us as she shares some of her most 
memorable interviews! Please register.

Saturday, Nov. 13 (2-3 p.m.) Dun-
geons & Dragons 101 (Live) – Inter-
ested in Dungeons & Dragons but don’t 
know where to start? Join us as we dive 
into the world of D&D together. For those 
in grades 4-6. Registration begins Nov. 6.

Monday, Nov. 15 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) 
Thankful for Thanksgiving! Craft 
Pick-Up – We are thankful for crafts! Stop 
by the library for a bag of Thanksgiving 
themed crafts. Kits will be available until 
Nov. 23, unless other arrangements are 
made. Registration begins Nov. 8.

Monday, Nov. 15 (9 a.m.-6 p.m.) 
Tween Craft Kit Pick-Up – Stop by 
Youth Services starting at 9 a.m. for a 
tween craft kit! Grades 4-6. Registration 
begins Nov. 8.

Monday, Nov. 15 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) 
Crafty Adults Supply Pick-Up – Make 
a craft project of your own with this simple 
pick-up kit. For adults with developmen-
tal or intellectual disabilities. No previous 
craft experience necessary. Some house-
hold items like glue, scissors and markers 
will not be included. All other craft materi-
als are supplied. Please register and pick 
up in the youth services area from Nov. 
15-23. Registration begins Nov. 8.

Monday, Nov. 15 (7-8 p.m.) Inves-
tors’ Interest Group (Virtual) – Social 
Security remains the major source of 
guaranteed retirement income for most 
Americans. Join us on Zoom to learn 
more about this important retirement 
benefit. Presented by AFE - Association of 
Financial Educators - WestPoint Wealth 
Management. Please register. You must 
provide an email address to receive the 
Zoom instructions.

Tuesday, Nov. 16 (10-11:30 a.m.) 
Windows 10 Introduction – Learn 
how to work with the basic features of 
Windows 10. Work with the Start Menu, 
Tiles, Access Settings, Task View, Action 
Center, and Microsoft Edge. This class is 
in person. Capacity is limited. Registra-
tion begins Nov. 10.

To register for any of the programs, 
visit westlakelibrary.org/events. 

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Westlake Porter Public Library’s       
early November calendar of events

PLEASE PROOFREAD.
 WBV Observer ©2021WBVO

Hyland is seeking Daycare 
Teachers to join our Child 

Enrichment Center in 
Westlake! This position offers 
a guaranteed 40 hour work 

week (Monday-Friday) with a 
full benefits package. We are 
looking for people who love 
to be around children, have 
positive attitudes and excel 

at being part of a team. 
If you are interested, 

apply today at 
Hyland.com/careers

27100 Knickerbocker Road, Bay Village   |   (440 ) 871-3234   |    KnickerbockerApartments.us

❧ 62 & Older
❧  Pet Friendly
❧  E�ciencies & 1 Bedrooms
❧ Senior Transportation Available
❧  Independent Living
❧  Resident Activities
❧ A�ordable Shopping Nearby
❧  On-Site Eliza Jennings Health Clinic

24 Hour Emergency Service     Live-In Manager
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I’d like to help support the Observer!

First Name     Last Name

 Check this box if you do not want your name included in a list of donors.

Donation Amount: 

COMMUNITY EVENTS Post your group’s free community events online at wbvobserver.com

Thank you to our kind 
readers who have 
donated to help 

keep the Observer’s 
presses rolling and to 
support a free press.
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Thank you to our 
kind readers who 

have donated to help 
keep the Observer’s 

presses rolling and to 
support a free press.

 $5         $10         $25         $50         Other: $

Please make checks payable to WBV Observer and
 MAIL TO: 451 Queenswood Drive, Bay Village, OH 44140

The Observer is an independent, community owned publication. Please note that charitable contributions 
are gratefully accepted but not tax-deductible. For questions about donating or more information on how to 
get involved, contact publishers Denny Wendell or Tara Wendell at 440-409-0114, staff@wbvobserver.com.

Since 2009 the Observer has strived to fulfill our founding 
mission – to strengthen our community by informing and engaging 
Westlake and Bay Village residents. 

Times are tough, and the pandemic has presented an added 
challenge at a time when emotional connection and togetherness 
matter so much.

Please help us continue to provide a free medium where the 
community can share news, share stories and share laughs.

If you’d like to keep the Observer serving the community, please 
send a cash or check donation along with the form below. Donations 
may also be made by credit card at wbvobserver.com. All supporters 
will be recognized in future editions of the Observer.

We need your help

13.21

Tuesday, Nov. 2, 7 p.m.
WESTLAKE KIWANIS MEETING
The guest speaker will be State Senator Matt Dolan of District 23. 
Please come and hear what he has to say and invite your family 
and friends. 
Westlake Community Center Auditorium, 28975 Hilliard Blvd.

Thursday, Nov. 11, 12:30 p.m.
DOWNSIZING: WHEN AND HOW
The Bay Village Women’s Club hosts Amy Margiotti, Howard 
Hanna Senior Real Estate Specialist, in a discussion to help you 
determine 1.) when it is time to move, 2.) how to prepare your 
home to sell, 3.) the steps involved in the selling process, and 4.) 

how to prepare for the home inspection. Bring your real estate 
questions for a Q&A. Masks required.
Bay Village Police Station, 28000 Wolf Rd.

Saturday, Nov. 13, noon-1:30 p.m.
SUBSTANCE USE DISORDERS: EDUCATION FOR FAMILY 
MEMBERS
The Family Solution Finder Learning Center of West Cleveland 
will cover 32 key issues a family is likely to face in their journey 
living with someone who has a substance use disorder. 
Instruction is provided in how family members can educate 
themselves at home with free online seminars, videos and slide 
presentations. This is a very useful tool to empower the family 

to understand what is happening, what's coming next, how to 
prepare and who is here to help. Register for the free event on 
eventbrite (search “substance use disorders” in Westlake).
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd. 

Tuesday, Nov. 16, noon-1:30 p.m.
FABCLUB: FEMALE AUTHORS BOOK CLUB
We will discuss "Farm to Trouble: An Organic Cozy Mystery" by 
USA Today bestselling author Amanda Flower. Bring a brown bag 
lunch; refreshments provided. Call 440-871-6885 with questions.
West Shore YMCA,1575 Columbia Rd., Westlake

FREE
FREE TO READ!
FREE TO WRITE!
Submit your story

online by Nov. 12 at 
wbvobserver.com

The Observer – The voice of citizens 
of Westlake and Bay Village.

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   /wbvobserver

 See VETERAN page 4

 See KEY CLUB page 2
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This is the first in a series of articles about one 
local veteran, Bay Village resident Anton (Tony) 
Dostal, who served as a mortician during the 
Vietnam War. 

by DENNY WENDELL

Not many kids grow up dreaming of 
becoming a mortician. For Tony 
Dostal, the journey of his life's work 

began as a student at John Adams High School 
in Cleveland.

“It started out as a joke," Tony said. "When 
I was a teenager, a teacher of mine lined me 
up with a funeral home for summer work. It 
involved doing the odds and ends at the funer-
al home, like chasing doctors to get signed 
death certificates and being a greeter at the 
funeral home, while making a dollar an hour."

One Veteran's Life

NOV. 11

Hundreds march in memory 
of Amy Mihaljevic

by ERIC EAKIN

More than 
2 0 0 
p e o p l e 

turned out on Oct. 
27 for the March 
for Amy, a trib-
ute in memory of 
10-year-old Amy 
Mihaljevic who 
was kidnapped from Bay Village in 1989 
and found 100 days later, dead, in a field 
in Ashland County.

The march was organized by Bay 
Middle School educator Mark Kevesdy 
as a fundraiser to assist the police and 
FBI in their continuing investigations.

Kevesdy has established a website, 

www.walkforamy.org, to accept dona-
tions. He said he hoped to raise $25,000 
by the end of the year. A $50,000 reward 
is also being offered for information 
that would solve the 32-year-old case.

"There's not a day goes by that we 
don't think of Amy," Bay Village Police 
Chief Rob Gillespie told the marchers.

A crowd of more than 200 people marched in memory of Amy Mihaljevic.

Amy Mihaljevic's brother, Jason, speaks to the media.

Holiday comedy 
continues Clague 

Playhouse's season
by KIMBERLY MITSCHKE

Clague Playhouse presents 
the holiday comedy, "Ethan 
Claymore," by Norm Foster, 

to continue their 94th season.
It’s a week before Christmas, 

and struggling egg farmer/artist 
Ethan Claymore meets a woman 
who could turn his life around. But 
things are shaken up when Ethan 
receives a visit from his estranged, 
and recently deceased, older broth-
er. The play is directed by Robert 
Gibb and featured in our cast are Jeff 
Bartholomew as Ethan Claymore, 
Kristin Bartholomew as Teresa Pike, 
Charles Cover as Martin Claymore, 
Jake Hunter as Young Ethan, Peg 
Neeson as Dottie McClaren and 
Rick Schuler as Young Martin.

The play runs Friday, Nov. 5, 
through Sunday, Dec. 5, on Thurs-
days, Fridays and Saturdays at 
8 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m. (no 
performance on Thanksgiving, Nov. 
25). Admission is $18 for adults, $17 
for seniors (60+), and $10 for stu-
dents (any age with a valid ID) and 
may be purchased by calling the Box 
Office at 440-331-0403 Wednesday 
through Saturday from 1-6 p.m. or 
visiting www.clagueplayhouse.org. 
Clague Playhouse is located at 1371 
Clague Road in Westlake.

 See PLAYHOUSE page 2

BHS Key Club collects 3 busloads 
of goods for local animal shelters
by MIYA DEBOLT and KATHERINE 
BUNSEY 

The Bay High School Key Club 
recently held an Animal Protective 
League (APL) donation drive. Three 

bus loads of donations were sent off to the 
Cleveland APL, Friendship APL of Lorain 
County and the Berea Animal Rescue to 
help the shelters’ animals in need. Count-
less items were donated by the community, 
making it a huge success.

“It really could not have been such a 
success without the generosity and sup-
port of our community,” said project co-
chairperson Miya DeBolt.

The high school’s Key Club dropped off 

fliers to neighborhood homes the weekend 
of Oct. 8, and returned to the homes to col-
lect donations a week later on Oct. 16. The 
Key Club collected many donations from 
doorsteps, and collected countless more 
from the donation drop-off location at Bay 
High School throughout the weekend. As 
donations were being made through the 
weekend, some Key Club members helped 
to sort and box the items.

The Key Club would like to extend a 
thank you to the community, because with-
out them this event would not have been 
possible. In addition, the Key Club would 
like to thank Mr. Gregory Willey from the 
Friendship APL located in Elyria for taking 
the time to speak about the importance of 

donating to shelters. His speech was much 
appreciated and well received from every-
one at that meeting.

“I am thrilled that we received so many 
wonderful donations from our generous 

community. I imagine every animal at the 
shelter will be wagging their tail with all 
the new toys and goodies,” co-chairperson 
Katherine Bunsey exclaimed.

Bay High School Key Club collected three busloads of supplies for three local 
animal shelters with the help of the Bay Village community.
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Tony Dostal outside his barracks in           
Da Nang, Vietnam.
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